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its bed travelled over for five miles : this portion of the route
is the worst, as the bed of the nullah is filled with large
stones and rocks, over which the traveller finds it difficult to
make his way ; but the Burmahs appsar to have avoided it
by cutting paths through the forest above. From the Khas-
sie nullah, to the summit of the Patkoee central ridge, the
distance is about four miles, amd the ascent is said to be very
precipitous; but it is quite evident from the description given,
and the manner in which the Burmese travelled, that there
are no serious obstacles which the judicious employment of a
few pioneers would not readily overcome. From the Khassie,
at the northern foot of the Patkoee hill, across to- the Loglaiy
the first nullah met with on its southern declivity, is one long
march ; and there is said to be a very inadequate supply of
water between these two streams. From the Loglai, to old
Beesa Gaum, the original site of the Singpho tribe, not far
from the gorge of the pass on the south or Burmese side,
there are six marches, none of which are either very long or
difficult.

I5th. Old Beesa Gaum, which is called by the Burmese
Beejanouu Yoowa, and by the Shans, Hookoug, appears to
be situated in a valley running north and south, which both
the Muneepoorees and Shans call the Hookon^ valley: it
stretches, according to their accounts, from the gorge of the
defiles, and gradually expands as it extends, to the southward:
the country around Beesa is but thinly inhabited by Sing-
phos.

16th. From Beesa to Mogaung, there are eight marches,
which pass over a fertile, populous, and well-cultivated coun-
try, and this city, which is called Mongmaorong by the Shans,
is described as being very large, with a garrison of about
2,000 men, und<?r a Burmese chieftain ; it is said to be sur-
rounded by a double brick wall enclosure, and many Chinese
merchants, who are engaged in the trade between Yunan,
Bhumo, and Mogaung, reside at the latter place, on the
banks of the river. As the route I have been attempting to
describe terminates at this city, from whence other roads
diverge to Bhumo, Ava, and the different villages on the left